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MXN II E Perſon I am to ſpeak of, 


208 T; was bred a Puaker from her 
KEN N Intancy, being born of Quaker 


till after ſhe was married: She was of a 
quick and ready Apprehenſion, and a 
chearful Temper, nothing inclined to 
Enthuſiaſm, — She Aue with .Judg- 
ment and Concern in Matters of Re- 
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Parents, and was not baptized 
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ligion, of which I had frequent Occa- 
fions, lodging 4 long Time in the ſame 
Houſe with her. — She had an intire 
Confidence in me, and opened her Muid 
to me, as to her Confeſſor. | 
She died of a Conſumption, of which 
ſhe had been ill, and wearing weaker and 
weaker, two Years before her Death, jn 
all-which Time I attended her. j 
She had ſome Relations who were In- 
dependents and had acquainted her with 
their Doctrine of Aſſurance, of which we 
often diſcourſed, and of their Marks pf 
Election and Reprobation, which were 
built upon a ſtrong. Imagination and a 
Fancy of their own Worthineſs ; for o- 
ther Account they cannot give of it, fince 
they make even the good Works of the 
Reprobate hateful to God. 
I preached to her the Doctrine of Faith, 
as ſet forth in our Homilies, of Salvation, 
of Faith, and good Works, which ſhe 
often read with great Pleaſure' —— that 
the Atonement and Satisfaction to God 
for our Sins, was made wholly and ſolely 
by the perfe@ Obedience and meritorious 
Sufferings and Death of Chriſt our bleſſed 
Lord in our Nature, in our Stead, as our 
Sacrifice and our Surety, who had paid 
the whole Debt to the utmoſt Farthing, 
to the laſt Demand of infinite — 
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that our good: Works had mo Mirit in 


them, nor muſt come in for the leaſt 
Share of the Satisſaction made for Sin, as 
being mixed with our Infirmities and our 
Sin, whence all our Righteouſneſs was fi 


. thy Rags, and our beſt Repentance had 


need to be repented of.— That there was. 
no Merit neither in our Faith, which at 
the beſt was but weak, and that we had 
all Reaſon to ſay, Lord, I believe, help 
thou mine Unbelief.—That all our De- 
pendance was upon the perte& and com- 
pleat Satisfaction made by the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, - wholly without us, for our Sins. 
— That our Faith was only a Hand which 
reaches a Medicine to us ; the Virtne be- 


ing in the Medicine, not in the Hand, 


no more than it was in the Eye which 
looked upon the Brazen Serpent, and a 


Jeſs perfect Sight did cure, as well as the 


ftrongeſt.— That Sight is the neareſt bo- 


dily Repreſentation of Faith, as our bleſſed 


Saviour himſelf makes the Alluſion, Jobn 
ili. 15, that as the Serpent was lifted up, 
(and the Cure was wrought only by the 


Sight) ſo was the Son of Man lifted up, 
_ "that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſiins Life. — 
That good Works, are a neceſſary Effect 


of Fuitb, as Fruit is of a Tree; it is a 


dead Tree that bears no Fruit, fo it is 
1 7 


a dead 
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_ @ dead Faith that bringeth not forth 
Warks, as there is 9 8 and 
And St. James, whom ſome would 
make to oppoſe St. Paul in that Matter, 
lays the whole upon Faith, only brings the 
Works to ſhew, that the Faith was true 
he ſays, James ii. 22. Seeft thou bow Faith 
wrought with his Works? And the Seri 
ture was fulfilled which ſaid, Abraham be 
lieved God, and it was imputed unto r 
for Righteouſneſs. —— It was the Be- 
lieving was imputed, and he did believe, 
becauſe he did work, elſe he had not 
believed : But after all, there is no 
Merit, either in the Faith, or in the Work, 
but it is attributed chiefly to the Faith, 
becauſe Faith is that which immediately 
lays hold upon, and reaches and applies to 
— the infallible Catbolicon, the Satisfac- 
tion and Atonement made for us by the 
Paſſion and Death gf Chriſt our Lord, 
And as a Tree is —— denominated | 
by the Fruit, fo the Works of Paith are 
called Faith, and the Effects of Faith 
are aittibuted to the Mars: And on the 
other Hand, Faith itſelf is called a Werk. 
John vi. 28, 29. M bat ſhall we do that 
Wwe may work ths Works of Gad? Feſus 
anſwered and yo unto them, This 1s 
tbe Work of God, that ye believe in 
bi whom he bath ſent : So that Faith 


im- 


implies Works (where Works ean be 
wrought) and Works imply Faith, the 
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one as the Tree, the other as the 
Upon this Subject the Perſon I am 
ſpeaking of, and I, have ſpent many 
Hours, eſpecially the laſt Vear of her Life. 
As ſhe drew nearer to her End, ſhe uſed 
to ſay, This makes the Way to Heaven 
very eaſy, and gives an Hfallible A, 


furance, that neither the Weakneſs of 


our Faith (though the ſtronger the more 


comfortable) nor the Unworthineſs 'of 


our Repentance, ſo it be ſincere, can 
give us any Ground of Deſpair ; becauſe 
our Truſt is not in them, but in the Al-fuf- 
fictent Satisfaftion which our Lord has 
made for us. 3 * 
I told her I was glad ſhe found it ſo 
eaſy, for that this Faith was the Gzft of 


God; and ſome would purchaſe it (if 


poſſible) with the whole Earth, were 
it all their own : For all Men have not 


Faith, tho* it is not only very clearly re- 


veal'd in holy Scripture, but moſt con- 
ſonant to our Reaſon, for that God is 
not only juſt (as we uſe the Word among 
Men) to have ſome, or a great deal of 


Juſtice | in him, but he is Juſtice itſelf, 
_ Juſtice in the Abſtract; and Juſſive cannot 


remit any thing: To remit is not u 
12 © 
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(8 
of %/t;ce, but of Mercy, and God is as 
much Juſtice as Mercy, and one Attri 
bute muſt not fight with or oppoſe ano- 
ther; that would be to argue Contrd- 
diction in God; therefore ſince it is of 
the Nature of Fuſlice to require Satisface 
tion, and Saligſaction, that is not full 
and compleat, is not Sati faction (for 
Juſtice requires the utter moſi Farthing) ; 
it muſt needs follow that God, who is 
Juſtice itſelf, will require it. This was 
both required and paid in the full and 
compleat Sati faction which Chriſt made 
for the Sins of the whole World, in our 
true and proper Nature, which had of- 
fended, by his perfect Obedience, and the 
Sacrifice of himſelf upon the Croſs. 
Herein the Juſtice of God was infinitely 
exalted, in that a full, that is, an infinite 
Satisfattion was given to it in the Sufferings 
of a Perſon who was of an infinite Nature, 
as God, which gave infriite- Merit to 
the Suffering of his finite Nature, be- 
cauſe the Properties of either of che Na- 
tures, of which any Perſon is compoſed, 
are attributed to the Perſon ;; as Man is 
ſaid to eat, drink, fleep, and die, though 
| theſe. Things belong only to the Body ; 
ſo to think, reaſon, and to be immor- 
tal, though that is only as to his Soul. 
Hence the Blood of Chrift is called m” 
Blog | 
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Bled of God; Addis xx. 28. and God 
is faid to have laid down his Life for 
us, becauſe the Perſon, who was God, 
had Blood, as to his human Nature, and 
in that did die. This infinite Satigfac- 
tion made to the Juſtice of God, does 
equally exalt his Wiſdom in finding 
out ſo wonderful a Means for our Salva- 
tion far exceeding whatever could have 
come into the Thoughts of Men and An- 
gels, and therefore could be none of their 
Invention. Again, this Infinity of Tuſ- 
lice and Wiſdom both equally exalt the 
Infinity of the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God, in affording to us ſuch a Propitiation, 
in ſending his Son, to take our Nature 
upon bim, and in that to make. Satis- 
Faction for the Sins of that Nature.“ Thus 
one Deeß calleth © anotber; the infinite 
Abyſs of Juſtice calls for Sati faction, 
ther Abyſs. of Miſdom finds it out, and 
the Abyſs of Goodneſs affords it to us. 
And thus the Attributes of God ſtand 
each full and compleat; they fight not, 
or oppoſe each other, but each Ba exalt 
and magnify the thier! This is the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, Gad maniſeſt in 
the Fleſh. This is it which the Angels 
deſire to look into and adore to all Eter. 
nity— this it is which the Quakers have 
th" trampled —— totally 3 
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ted, meaning no more. by "God man- 


-Feft in the Fleſh, than the Light which, 
Wo fay; is manifeſt in their Hearts, 


and that #bere the Satrsfattion is made 


for Sin, by that Light within them, which 


they call rhe Myſtery, But the outward 
Coming of Chriſt (for they believe not 
his Incarnation) and all that he did or 


ſufftred upon Earth, they call the Hz/- 


tory, or Facile Repreſentation of what 
is ' wrought within them by what they 
call their Light, and fay, that 2514 
is the great Myſtery of Godlineſs; thus 
literally denying the Lord who bought 


them. Somewhat a-kin to this is the 


Independent Notion of Aſſurance, which 
they make neceſſary to Salvation, and 
mean not by it the Faith, as above ex- 
plained, Bat ſomething derted immedi- 
ately into their Hearts; therefore they 
will oblige Men to tell the Hour, Mi- 
nute; and Occaſion of their Converſion 
(as they call it) and when this Light firlt 


ruck them, whence they date their 
Negeneration, and being in a State of 
Grace; and this, notwithſtanding their 


having before believed the Chriſtian Faith, 


ſo that this 4 urance is ſomething elſe 


than Faith; it is not the "Aſſurance of 
Faith, there is no Reaſon to be given fot 


Mr whereas the Apoſtle enjoins that we 


| ſhould 
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ſhould be always ready to render 'a Ren- 
Jon of the Faith that is in us. But what 
the Independents mean by Afurance is 4 
@ Thing wholly unaccountable, and cannu.. 
be explained, It is only an Impulſe upon _— 
the Mind and differs nothing from the 
wild Enthuſiaſm of other Sects. It is 
ſomething that ſtrikes upon the Imagi-. 
nation, but has no deeper. Roof. , This 
appears in the ſtrange Accounts. they give 
of their Converſion; as ſome date it 
from ſuch a Sermon with which they 
were mich affected; from ſuch a Diſ- 
courſe or Prayer; ſo others. from the 
| wildeſt Extravagancies, and the very Act 
of monſtrous Sins; ſome in the very 
Act of a Debauch, and juſt while they 
were putting the Cup to their Head; - 
thers in a Brothel- Houſe, and the like: 
So others, from the moſt ridiculous Oc- 
cafions, as finding a Bird's-neſt, leaping + 


over a Stile, and the like. 


'” Jane Leads, the Mother of the Phila- - 
Aelphian Sect, told me That the Spirit 
came upon her, and ſhe was converted 
in the middle of a Country-Dance, when 
ſhe was a young Girl. Such Accounts 
the Quakers give of their Converſions ; 
and ſuch is the Aſurauce of the Inde- 
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Sir Jobn Clotevorth attacked Arch- 
biſhop Laud with this, and aſked him 
for his Aſſurance upon the very Scaffold; 
and yet they have no greater Aſſurance 
than other Sects of  Entha/ia/ts : For the 
DPuakers, © Muggletonians, ' and all the 
reſt of them, pretend to as much 4/- 
ſarance as the Independents :* Only A/, 
ſurance is the Word of the Independents, 
as Light is of the Quakers, Sc. and a 
ſtrong Impreſſion, upon the Imagination, 
is the Foundation of all. Tmagination is 
that Part of our Conſtitution upon which 
Spirits have moſt Power to make Impreſ- 
ſions, as being neareſt ally'd-to our out- 
ward Senſes, and moſt immediately mov- 
cd by them. Spirits cannot directly alter 
our Will, ot our Judgment; but if they 
get the Command of our Imagination, if 
that comes once to take the Reins of Go- 
vernment, our Reaſon and our Will drag 
after it, and it carries them whither it 


pleaſes.— And this is a proper Definition 


of Madueſe, when Reaſon no longer go- 
verns, but we are wholly carried by Im- 
pulſes and Imagination, which is always 
ſtrongeſt i Madneſs. But Imagination 
is a noble Inſtrument of Religion, when 


it is built upon Reaſon, and acted by it. It 


enlivens our Devotions, it carries us even 


beyond our Strength in our Duty, makes: 
us patient even in Tribulation, by ſhewing 


US- 
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vs the Crown that is ſet before us, and 
gives us Zeal, but ſtill according to Know- 
ledge. The Impreſſions made by the 
Holy Spirit of God upon the Imagination 
of the holy Prophets and Apoſtles, in the 
Viſions and Revelations given by them, 
always tended to the Improvement of 
their Reaſon, and made it ſtronger. Thus 
the Viſion of the Sheet in the tenth of 
the Acts, being explained by the Event 
that followed, did more ſtrongly convince 
St. Peter, in Reaſon, of the Calling of the 
Gentiles; it ſhewed him the Reaſon of 
it. But the Impreſſions made by evil 
Spirits upon the Imagination, always tend 
to the clouding of our Reaſon, that the 
Imagination might govern alone, and 
without Controul. Thus the Quakers 
(as likewiſe the other Enthuſiaſts) preach'd 
up the Silencing of Reaſon, as a Carnal 
Thing, and Hindranee to the Influence 
of the Spirit. They endeavoured to render 
themſelves wholly paſſive to theſe Influ- 
ences, without exerciſing any Act of their 
Reaſon at all; nay, quite to ſtop Thought; 
any Thought, good, bad, or indifferent, 
which ſome of them boaſted they had at- 
tained; and others, ſtriving after, run 
diſtracted, which I have had from their 
oon Mouths. This was the Ground of 
their filent Meetings; they turned the 
Fext, Curſed is every one that hangetb 

on 
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in a T rer; to this Senſe, curſed.) is every. 
one that hangeth on a Tree of ' Reaſon, of 
of Nuotoledge, which was the forbidden 
Tree, and A, have explained it thus in 
print, which 1 have read. | 

Another remarkable Difference betwixt 
the Impreſſions made by the good and 
evil Spirits is, in the viſible Effects, even 
upon their Bodies. The holy - Prophets 
| were even much moved, and their Bo- 
dies, for a Time, rendered weak, dur- 
ing the Impreſſions of ſome extraordinary 
Viſions; but ſtill with Gravity and De- 
cency, befitting the Awe they had to the 
divine Preſence then exhibited to them : 
Whereas the Heathen Prieſis, when they 
were poſſeſſed with their Numen and 
gave forth Oraeles, fell into Convulſions, 
and ſtrange Diſtortions of Body, wallow- 
ing and foaming at the Month, in a dread- 
ful Manner, yelling, and ſending forth 
hideous Outcries, beyond their common 
Strength, to the Terror even of Beaſts 
which heard the Noiſe. The very ſame 
was among the Quakers, whence they 
| got the Name; and it often ſeized even 
Tittle Children «Among them, ſo that it 
could be no Counterfeit. And the like 
has been obſervable- at the Beginning of 
moſt of our Sects of Anabaptiſts in Ger- 
many, and of the Preſbyterians in Scot- 


| 2 at the firſt ſetting UP of their ſo- 
lemn | 
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lemn League and Covenant, and it laſted 
ten Years among them; and was called 
the Stewarton Sickneſs, becauſe it began 
in the Pariſh of Stewarton; and People at 
firſt flocked out of all Parts of the Coun- 
try to ſee it as a wonderful Thing. But 

'THEMSELVES (as the Quakers). boaſted in 
it as the great Power of God, and wrote 
in Defence of it; and they had one Stock 
of it in the great Church of Edinburgh, 
upon the firſt Eſtabliſhment; fince the 
| en , with which they were as much 
' pleaſed as others were affrighted, ſceing 


Apoſtles, it is | ſaid, They ſmate therr 
Breafis and returned, but they did not 
fall into Fits, roar and bellow like \Mad- 
men; no, ſuch. extatie Converſions are to 
be found in holy Scripture; all was 
grave, ſerious, and lovely. The Spirit 
that deſcends from above, is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy; to be 
entreated. The reverſe of which is the 
Spirit that aſcends from beneath; its Birth 
is in monſtrous Forms, its Gravity * , 
| .. ml 
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and ſullen, the moſt difficult to be en- 
treated, and the moſt impoſſible to be con- 


vinced; for, having abandoned Rx ason, 


what can convmce'? What can a Man an- 


ſwer to what you lay you feel within you, 


for which E give no Reaſon, nor hear 


any againſt it. 


All this may ſeem a Digreſſion from 
the Relation I promiſed concerning the 


Death of the Perſon, which is the Sub- 
ject of this, but it is neceſſary to it, and 
to make clear ſome Paſſages in it, con- 
ſidering that ſhe had the Education of 
- Quakeriſm; and the Impreſſions of Inde- 
pendents. to ſtruggle with; and theſe were 
the N of many Diſcourſes of mine 


with her. I remember ſome few Days 


before ſhe died, ſhe told me, That in a 
Dream, an old Woman (whom I con- 
ſtrued to be an old Independent Aunt 
of hers that uſed to teaze her) came to 
her, and told her, e ſhould be damned 

For Want-' of © Aſurance.. She ſaid, the 
Dream made no Impreſſion upon her, 
that ſhe knew not what ſome People 


meant by Aſurance; that ſhe firmly be- 


lieved Chri it - ad made fall Satis faction 
for her Sins, as well as for the Sins of all 


others; that he would aceept her ſinèere, 


though unworthy Repentance, and help 
the Weakneſs of her Faith; for that-ſhe 


n not either to the Strevgth of her 


ra 
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me, and I am ſure ſhould be 4neafy-to 
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Faith or Repentance (which of them- 
ſelves had need to be repented of;) but 
as they gave her Ground to lay hold upon 


the 5 85 and all- ſufficient - Satisfac-. 


tion made for her by Chriſt; and bir, 
aid the, it my Aſſurance, It was before 
this, that ſhe uſed to make the Objection 

of the Way being too eaſy, which I men- 
tioned before,” and upon which we hive 
diſcourſed many Days; ſhe uſed to add, 
Well; I cannot rept your Reaſoning ; 3 


| T do befieve; but the Hour of Death is 


the Time of Trial; if it ſhould fail me 
then, I ſhould think you had deceived 


ſee you. This ſhe often repeated, but 
would:confeſs, e that this was much more 
rational, and infinitely more adyancing 
the Glory of God in "all. his Attributes, 
than that wretched Way of the Quakers, 
to bid a Man truſt his Salvation to ſoms- 
thing within himſelf, where he can find 
n but what is mixed wih our In- 
firmities and our Sins; and utterly un- 
worthy to appear in the Preſende of God, 
on its own Account, but greatly abhor⸗ 

tent to think ir(hould be wotthy D make 


Atonernent and Satisfaction for other Sins, 


which whatever does, muſt ſurely be with- 
out Sim itſelf: And if Ged ſees Folly in 
his Angels, and the Heavens are not clean 
ba his” e What Creature can then 

C pretend 
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pretend to anſwer for the Sins of others ? 
None but Chriſt, who is God, could do it; 
and to miſtruſt the Sufficiency of his Sa- 
tisfaction would be Infidelity ; And why 
ſhould J fear for my Sins? p or he came 
to take away my Sins.“ Then ſhe would 
often repeat, Lird [ believe, help thou mine 
Unbelief; and ſometimes that Saying in 
the P/alms, 7 bough I am ſometimes oy 
Jet Iput my Truft in Thee. 
Il Iam now come to that which has oc- 
cafioned all that I have ſaid before, the 
laſt Scene of her Life: She was worn 
to Skin and Bone by a long and lingering 
Conſumption, and al Hope of Recovery 
Was for a good while taken away; but 
on Tueſday * 4th of March 1700, the 
more immediate Signs of Death appeared, 
Her Speech faultered, and ſhe grew fo 
weak that ſhe could not move one Hand 
from under the Cloaths, nor put it in 
again, but as they did it for her. The 
next Day (which was Ad wedneſday) 
I told her in the Morning that the Ser- 
vice of the Day was long, and aſk d 
Her, if ſhE could bear it all, Ves, ſaid ſhe, 
I will have it all, for it will be the laſt 
Time.“ But before we got through the 
Pſalms which are the ſeven penitential 
for that Day) ſhe changed and we were 
forced to break off, ſhe took leave of her 
ee and 1 went down with him 


to 


[ ts ] | 
to a Parlour below Stairs, for 1 had 
prin him not to be preſent to ſee 
er expire: Such Sights often make. 
too great Impreſſions, eſpecially on thoſe 
ſo nearly related, and he yas a very 
kind Huſband, and extremely tender of 
her, and ſhe was now paſt all Know- 
ledge of what was ſaid, and not capable of 
giving any Anſwer. I bid her Maid call 
me, when ſhe came to the Point of ex 
Firing, that I might give her the re- 
commendatory Prayer, which was all 
then remaining to be done: About Se- 
ven or Eight o Clock at Night her Speech 
quite fail d her, her F ech grew cold 
and iff; but ſhe appeared to be in great 
Agony, and the Rattle in her Throat, 
was ſo loud as might be heard in the 
next Room. Thus ſhe continued till 
Four 0'-Chck in the Morning, when 
her Maid came down and told her Huſ- 
band and me (who fat up all this while 
in the Parlour) that the Rattle in 
her Throat was quite gone, and all 
her Agonies ceaſed, that ſhe lay per- 
fectly ſtill, but yet was not aſleep; 
for they could perceive her ſometimes 
to open her Eyes a little, but preſently 
ſhut them again, and ſeveral Times they 
held ſomething to her Mouth to try if 
the had Breath, for ſhe lay as till as. 
if ſhe had been dead. At Five I went 

C2 up 
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up to ſee. how. ſhe was, and ſome Noiſe 
being made in opening the Door, the 
ſtartled, and with Struggling got out the 
Word, What! meaning what Noiſe that 
was. They told her it was 1, who came 
to ſee how ſhe did, and to pray by her; 
ſhe /rown'd; and pat on a very angry 
Look, and ſaid Our, Out, and at laſt, 
Put him out, but ſpeaking the Words very 
imperfectly.— The Woman made Signs 
for me to withdraw, for they had kept 
the Room very ftill and quiet ſince ſhe 
had fallen into that ſtill Fit; I went down 
again into the Parlour to her Huſband, 
but then came into Mind What ſhe uſed 
to ſay ſo often, of making the Way 700 
eaſy, that the Hour of Death was the 
Time of Tryal, and if it failed her hen, 
ihe would not endufe the Sight of one, 
that had. deceived her fatally; This 
wrought ſtrongly in my Mind, and it 
appeared to me as if this had been the 
Cafe : Her Speech reſtored to her, though 
but to ſtrain out three Words to ſhew 
her Diſpleaſure, when ſhe had been quite 
Specchleiy, ſo many Hours before; and 
I. never expected to hear another Word 
from her. She uſed to be defirous of 
Prayers, and now to forbid me with ſo 
eat Anger, when ſhe could not explain 
erſelf. I thought if I had made the Way 
| #600 eaſy, and ſo deceived her, L bad: de- 


ceived 


kei bed myſelf too, for I know no- other 
Way to Heaven for myſelf, than T had 
told her, and that I ſhould decerve all 
others. I knew her Sins, which 1 am 
ſatisfied ſhe confeſſed fully and ſincerely 
to me, and I knew my own to be 
greater; nor could I find in myſe/f more 
Signs of ſincere Repentance, and a well 
grounded Faith, than ſhe had expreſs d; 
and all appearing to me to have fail'd 
her at the /aff, brought terrible Ap- 
prehenſions upon me: Then the Popr/h 
Auſterities came into my Mind, and I 
thought though our Doctrine be rigbt, 
perhaps we may make the Way too eaſy in 
our Practice, and think to go to Heaven 
in down Beds, without giving ourſelves any 
Trouble abont it$4&and that to avoid the 
Doctrine of Merit, we ought not to lay 
aſide all Mortification. Then I bemoaned 
the too general Neglect among us of 
thoſe Faſts appointed in our own Church. 
All my own Sins look'd me full in the 
Face, and I thought they are now required 
of me: I reflected, whether my Notion 
of Schiſm might not be too ſevere, and 
whether I had not gone 200 far in bring- 
ing her intirely to our Communion in 
her Sicknefs (though ſhe went ſometimes 
to Church) which T did, and could not 


otherwiſe have aſſiſted her with the laſt 


Offices of the-Church, TI was ſenſible 
3 WOLake way fee, 
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at that Time that theſe were only the. 
Impreffions of the Imagination, yet they 
were too ftrong for me, and in all my 
Life I never endur'd ſo great an Agony: 
If none of theſe were the Cauſe, then I 
concluded my UnWworthineſs was the Cauſe, 
and that God would not accept my Mini- 
firations, and therefore had not bleſs'd 
them. The laft Thing, to which ſhe 
appeal' d ſo often, the dying Hour, having 
in all Appearance fail'd her, and I ne- 
ver having had the Opportunity of ſo 
long Acquaintance wirh any other Per- 
ſon upon the Subject of Religion, and 
conducting her through all the Steps both 
of public and private Devotion, and Caſes 
of Conſcience. This look'd to me like the 
breaking of a Veſſel, on which one had 
beſtow'd great Pains, or a Ship, after a 
long Voyage, finking in the Harbour, 
This Trouble was upon me for an Hour, 
when juſt about S o' Chick her Maid 
came running down, and opening the 
Parlour-Door in haſte, I concluded, it 
was to tell me (as 1 had deſired) that her 
Miſtreſs was juſt expiring, upon which I 
ſaid to her Huſband, © Do not you go 
* up, Ill go up: Put the Maid (with 
great Surprize in her Face) ſaid, No, 
no, you muſt 4zh come up; for my 
e Miſtreſs hath ſent for you both, and 
* ſhe is well and frong, and more © chear? 
; ce ful 
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« ful than I ever ſaw her in my Life.“ 
Me ran up, and found her /tting up in 
her Bed, with both her Arms out ot the 
Cloaths expanded, and uſing them with 
full Free om. There was a freſh and 
lively Colour in her Face, and her Eyes 
' ſparkling with juch a Tranſport of Toy 
as I never ſaw in any Face before or 


ſince: Her Voice was ſtrong and loud, 


and her Words very diſtinct and articulate. 
She ſaid, as ſoon as we came. 1ito the 
Room, I have ſent for you to let you 
know, how graczous God has been to 
„ me; he has given me a Foretaſie of 
« Heaven; he has ſbewed. it ta me: Oh! 
the glorious Sight that J have ſeen of 
Angels and bleſſed N irits; and oh! 
* the raviſhing Muſic ! it is impoſſible 
*« to expreſs it! My , Soul is exalted and 
* enlarged! Oh! I could dance, I could 
* /ing, I could fy ! that was her very 
Expreſſion : © Come, ſaid ſhe, weep 
* no more, but | praiſe God with me, 
* laugh, 'rejoice, and ng! In that 
Rapture ſhe continued about Half an 
Hour, before we gave her any Interrup- 
tion. The firſt Thing that came into my 
Mind was, that this might be a Delirium, 
and that ſhe was /ight-beaded, ' as an 
Effect of her Diſtemper ; but as ſhe had 
not the leaſt of that, during her whole 
Sickneſs, for which I have often heard 
51 her 


[a4] 


her bleſs God, that amidſt all her Pains, 
he had kept ber Head and Reajon undi, 
rurbed; ſo it ſeemed ſtrange to me, that 
ſuch Funes (if that were the Cauſe) 
ſhould reſtore her Srrengtb, Speech, Sight, 
in fo wonderful a Manner, after ſhe had 
lain now fifteen Hours in the very Jauss of 
5 for ſhe was cvery Thing but 


In Fevers, and other violent Attacks 
upon Nature, when it is ſtrong, there will 
be ſometimes a ſudden and vigorous Re- 
vulſe of the Spirits, which will ſtruggle 


when expiring ; but it is not commonly 
fo, when long and flow Sickneſſes have 
by Degrees quite exhgu/ted the Strength 
of the Body, Thich drops down for Want 
of Spirits to ſapport it. But in all ſhe 
ſaid, bating the Strangeneſs of what ſhe 
rela ted, there was not one diſorder d Word, 
or that ſavoured of Lightneſs ; and for 
nine Hours after that ſhe lived (for ſhe 
died not till three in the Afternoon) ſhe 
ſpoke to her Huſband, to her Child, who 
Was with her, ta her Siſter, to her Ser- 
vants; and "Foncerning her temporal 
Affairs, with as much Cpn/itency and 
Strength of Reaſon, as in all her 2 ite; 
nor did one Mord, that looked in the leaſt 
giddy © or ligbtcheaded, drop from her; 
tho that Tranſport and Joy in her Face, 
and Chearfulneſs in kat You and al 
er 
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her Actions continued with her all along, 
and in every Thing ſhe. faid and did, The 
Impreſſion that Tranſport of Pleaſure had 
printed in her Countenance, was not quite 
worn off when ſhe expired, and ſeemed 
to remain even after her Death; an Air 
of Satisfaction appeared ih her Corpſe. 
She died without a Sigh or Groan, or the 
leaſt Struggle, or any Thing more terrible 
than ſeeing one fall into a ſteer Sleep, 
juſt at the Cloſe of the recommendatory 
Prayer. A little before ſhe died, when 
ſhe could no longer diſcourſe, bat ſpeak 
ſingle Words, I ſaw her put her Finger 
to her Breaſt, when Death was making 
its laſt Effort, and ſay, hard, hard; but 
then immediately, as if correcting herſelf, 
ſhe lift up both her Hands, and looking 
up, with great Chearfulneſs in her Eyes, 
ſhe cried, © This. Pain is nothing, Toy, 
« Heaven!” which were the /aft Words 
I heard her ſpeak. Þ : 
The firſt Sight we had of that frange 
Tranſpert in her, which was about fix & 
Chck in the Morning, had an Effect upon 
me more than upon ber/e}f. It literally 
turned our Mourning into Joy ; for ſhe 
expreſſed herſelf with that Livelineſs and 
AsS8UKANCE, as forced her Huſband, and 
other Relations, to expreſs their Joy like- 
wiſe; and what Tears there were, were 


of 


1 9 

of Joy and Aſtoniſhment, I remember, 
while ſhe was deſcribing to us be Bl- e 
neſs ſhe had ſeen, ſhe took Notice het 

Siſter, weeping by her, and turning to her 
ok Yor Tc by the Hind, ind Ge 
* What do you do? Don't you believe 
me? Ves, faid her Siſter, * 1801" 15 No, 
ſaid ſhe, you don't; tor if you did, you 
* would not cry. Indeed, indeed, I tell 
« you nothing but what I have ſeen, and 
e what is true,” 

The firſt Impreſſion I bad of this firange 
Sight was, that it was. a' Delirium, or 
Lightneſs in the Head, I had a Mind to 
try the Sincerity of it all the Mays I could. 
She had all along, during her Sickneſs, 
expreſſed an Uneafineſs at dying, and was 
very deſirous to live, with due Submiſſion 
to the Will-of God. After the firſt Ex- 
preſſion of her Tranſport, I ſaid, © God 
te has been very. gracious! to you, and he 
* may do more ſtill:”” More, ſaid ſhe, 
*© what can be more?” He may reſtore 
* you again to your perfect Health, tho'- 
© in human Appearance, there is mo Pro- 
* ſpect of it © I know that, ſaid ſhe: 
And ſtretching out her Arm, which Was- 
Skin and Bone, He that made theſe 
Bones, may put Fleſh upon them again, 

er if he plea ſes.” © But do you defire it, 

« faid I; ſhall we pray for it with Sub- 
2 5 miſſion 


* 
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miſſion to his Will ?” © Hold, ſaid 
7 Then muſivg a While ſaid, Let 
me ſee; I am now in the Flower « 0 
my Age, going in my thirticth Year; 
I have a kind Huſband, good Children, 
and loving Friends „ and 75 enough 


in the World, I want nothing: Are 
not theſe all the Reaſons any one can 


ce have to wiſh to live? And I was very 


defiro4s to live, if it were Got's Wil; 
but now I would not live for all the 


* World; nothing in the World could re- 
<< liſh with me now: After what I have 


gen, all would be dead and inſipid is 


me: No; I would not live for ten thou- 
ſand Pom a Year. I was hath to 
leave you (ſaid ſhe to her Huſband) and 


my Children being young; and was 


very uneaſy to think of their coming 
under a Mother- in-law; but they are 


in God's Hands, and I lay no Defire 
upon you, ſaid ſhe to her Huſband, 


not to marry again: No; theſe Deſircs, 
which ſome dying People have, ſavour 


too much of the World ; marry in God's 
Name, when you find it convenient 


for you, but don't forget my two Girls: 
Tis true, 1 leave you no Son; but two. 


good Girls are better than ane naughty 

Boy, ſaid ſhe, with a pleaſant Air, an 

tore know not what a Boy might” have 
D2 "7 proved: 
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„ proved: I; was 1 loath to leave 
you, but now, I would not ſtay with you 
(ſpeaking to her Huſband). nor with 


you, nor you, nor you, (turning to ſe- 
veral Friends about her ;) but raiſing 


herſelf up, and ſtretching buth her Arms 
e in an embracing Poſture, ſaid, | I wiſh 
* T could take you all with me; bat you 
« muſt ſtay God's Time, that is beſt,” - 

I was, now fully fatisfied there was no 
Delirium in the Caſe, and the Trouble 1 
was under an Hour before, hung ſtill upon 
me. I then kneeled down upon the Bed 
by her, and ſaid, © Among all the reſt, 
«© What have I done, that you are angry 
« with me?” © With you, ſaid ſhe, why? 
« what's the Matter?” *** You bid them 
«© urn me out, ſaid I, and refuſed to have 
«© me pray by you.“ When was that,” 
** ſaid ſhe? “I ſaid, an Hour ago: Oh! 
«© an Hour ago, ſhe replied ; I was then 
« otherwiſe employ d, as you find, and yon 
** diſturbed me.” oe” You diſturbed mie 
« much more, ſaid I; for it brought i into 
< my Mind what you us'd fo often to ſay, 
« that be Hour of Death was the Time of 
« Trial; ahd if you found then, I had 
75 indeed made the Way too eaſy, and de- 
e ceived you, you ſhould not then bear 
« the Sight of me: This I took to be the 
4: Caſe, and it gave me great Diſturbance ; 


| ee for 


* 


c 


* 


* 
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te for I never to hear another 
„ Word from you : <<: Therefore, ſaid 
% (he; I was ſent back to fatis y vou, that 
« the May is fare, tho t be eaſy; and 
© have received ull Asso ANNE, which 
6 eaves no Doubt behind it, that. my Bas 
« are all pardoned thro the All: ful 

% Satisfattion of my bleſſed Saviour, * 
te that I am now going to that Place which 
& T have ſeen, and hope to meet you there 
and taking me by the Hand, ſaid, No, 
indeed I am not angry with. you; but 1 
thank you heartily for all the Pains you 
have taken with me, and it has not been 
in vain; God reward you.” I then 
© told: her, that I heartily bleſſed God 
e -with: her, and for her, but more for 
myſelf; for I looked upon it, that this 
wonderful Change was wrought in her ; 
and that ſhe was ſent back from Deah 
toLife, more for my Sake than Her'own; 
for ſhe ſoon would have had the Bene- 
fit of it, tho* we ſhould not have known 
it; but that I doubted whether I ever 
* ſhould have overcome the Impreſſion 
* that my Trouble gave me, even to De- 


e  ſpundence :, But that now God had in a 


wonderful Manner relieved me, and 
12 given me Comfort, which I hopedwould 
ce remain with me till. my dying Hour.” 


10 Then . 1. if 1 ſhould pray by | 


« her. 
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£ her.“ © Yes, faid ſhe, with all my 
£! „Haut; but inſtcad of the Pardon of 
* my; Sins, as you uſed to pray, let all 
e 20 be Praiſe and Glory to God, who 
* has ALREADY pardoned them.” Then 


« wd# + 


1 kneeled down, and repeated, Gloria 


in excelſis, Glory bete God on high, &c. 
as it is in the End of the Communion 
Service, all the Company joining, and 
repeating with me aloud : And ſhe. ſaid 
to all preſent, I will tell you what the 
Loid hath done for my Soul, he has 
ie **, granted me every Thing I de fired; I 

Sed prayed for an eaſy Paſſage, - for I was 
< more afraid of «dying than af Deatb, 
*© and he has granted it me; for though 
<-1I feel, my Pains,, and ſee Death ap- 
<« proaching, the Horror of it is taken 
* away; and I deſire to be diſſolved, and 


& fo bewith Chrift; and the Joy that 1 


0 have ſcen abates my Pains, that I feel 
10 them not, as I did before 1 can bear 
6 them now. Ob! what great Things 
40 has God done for me, far beyond what 
I could aff or think ! The Hand of the 
Lord is gracious; wait for him“ I 
% fajd, One Comfort was, that de- 
©. livered us from our; bod?ly Pains.” She 
% added, and from our Tifirmities, and 
from our Sins, that we ſhould no 
4 wor provoke that good God, who had 


* created 


* created us, and ſhed his Blood to re- 
« deem us, that is much more comforta- 
ce ble.” Then I reminded her, how God 
had verify'd to her, and to me too, that 
in the thirtieth P/alm (the Pſalm for the 
Day of the Month, the „th Day) His 
Wrath endureth but the Twinkling of an 
Eye, and in his Pleaſure is Life: Heavi- 
neſs may endure. for a Night, but Joy cometh 
y in the Morning. Then fhe ſaid, Lord, 
now letteſt thou thy Servant depart in Peace, 
for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. And 
thus ſhe did depart in Peace the fixth of 
March, 1700, 
\ Y 4 The Truth of this, as to what relates 

| to her Death, can be atteſted by her Huſ- 


band and others, yet living, who were 
preſent. | 


Copra vera. 1 
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